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Music Street Finds the Rhythm to Win
On Thursday at The Prince George’s Equestrian Center adult ama-

teur riders kept the outdoor ring to themselves and enjoyed the October
sunshine. Three sections showcased some of the most talented 3’
hunters in the country, but it was Lindsey Evans-Thomas of Annapolis,
MD, and the lovely Music Street who found the jumps consistently
enough to be pinned center ring with the tricolor in the Adult Amateur
36-50 division, as well as the Grand Champion, the Leading Rider
award and the EMO Trip of the Show.
“He is the Cadillac of horses,” said Evans-Thomas smiling after their

win. “He is a lovely, lovely animal. He’s got an amazing attitude and
floats across the ground.”

Evans-Thomas showed him for the first time two weeks ago at the
Middleburg Classic where she picked up the reserve champion. Evans-
Thomas explained how she was lucky enough to get the ride on the
Weisman’s Music Street saying, “Krista couldn’t show him at Middle-
burg because she had to go to a wedding so they asked me if I wanted to
show him. The Weismans graciously lent him to me for this show, and
specifically the Challenge Class (on Friday).”

Although she juggles two young boys and a career making com-
mercials, Evans-Thomas gets out a few times during the week to ride.
Due to a busy work schedule, however, Capital Challenge was only
her fourth show of 2010. Evans-Thomas said of her win, “I feel at this
level of competition if you just get a ribbon you’re doing really
well. It truly is a magnificent horse show.”

In the Adult Amateur 51 & over division Laure Lee Montross
picked up the tricolor with her Wind Dancer. In the 18-35 division
Cara Cheska stepped out of a hectic week to walk into the ring on
Thursday morning, set it all aside, and pick up the championship
ribbon with Joy Harrington-Graue’s Tucker.

“I was able to block it out for the couple of minutes that I was in
the ring,” said Cheska, who had to fit in a wedding, her daughter’s
fifth birthday party, WEG and all the traveling in between. “I
haven't catch rode since I was junior. I put so much pressure on
myself. (Nora and Morgan Thomas) don't put any pressure on me.
They are the nicest people to ride for. I'm just glad that I did my job
and that it ended up well.”

“I've never done this show before, and they do a fantastic job. I
love all of the presentations and awards. I've heard about it and
everyone says you should do it, and now I know why.” *****

Lindsey Evans-Thomas piloted Music Street to the
Adult Amateur Grand Championship.

Wind Dance and Laura Lee Montross were
champions in the Adult Amateur 51 and over division.

Photos by James Leslie Parker Photography
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Schooling Schedule 
Friday 10/8/10 
Indoor Arena

Jumpers 4:30AM to 5:00AM
Hunters 5:00AM to 7:30AM

Adjustment
Saturday 10/9/10

Jumpers 4:30AM to 5:00AM
Hunters 5:00AM to 7:30AM

Private Tutoring Services
Academics for Equestrians 2010-2011

The Vision to Transform Education Private Tutoring Services

 For more information, contact 

Director, Admissions

Supporting students at all shows, 
including Indoors, WEF, HITS Ocala, 
Gulfport, and HITS Thermal 

 
  

  
 

  

www.privatetutoringservices.com
Private Tutoring Services  –  Worldwide Academics

Established 1989
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Be sure not to miss the 
following special events!

Friday, October 8   
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Capital Challenge Ice Cream Social
Sponsored by Olive and Bett’s
Exhibitor Deck

Friday, October 8   
7:15 - 8:00pm 
USHJA/Capital Challenge Exhibitors’
Dinner on the Concourse
Buffet provided by David’s World Famous

Stop by the Exhibitor Deck, adjacent to the
outside ring for a snack or cool drink any time

Friday, October 8
9:00 pm - 10:30 pm
Press Conference
Winner’s Circle Lounge

Saturday, October 9
8:00 am - 10:00 am
Capital Challenge Children’s &
Junior Breakfast
Sponsored by the Reid Family
Exhibitor Deck

Sunday, October 10                          
8:00 am - 10:00 am
Capital Challenge Children’s Breakfast
Exhibitor Deck



Jane Gaston of The Plains, VA, and her horse Lumiere lit
up the Show Place arena with top ribbons in the $9,000
Amateur-Owner 36 & Over Hunters, sponsored by The
Hallman Family and MerryLegs South.  Their champi-
onship came from two firsts and two seconds over fences
in the division. Ellen Toon and Invincible were the reserve 
champions. 
Thanks to their top ribbons, Gaston and Lumiere were

named the Grand Amateur-Owner Hunter Champions,
which was sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Will Roberts, and
were awarded the Dr. Harold M.S. Smith Trophy, donated
by Dr. Suzanne Smith and Dr. Peter Craig. Gaston was
named the Best Amateur-Owner Rider, an award spon-
sored by Mr. and Mrs. Ernest M. Oare. She received the So
Many Ways Challenge Trophy, donated by Karen Kramer.

Gaston and Lumiere also won the $2,500 WCHR 
Amateur-Owner 3'6” Challenge. (see page 7 for story).

Gaston has owned Lumiere, a nine-year-old Oldenburg
gelding, for five years. “He's part of our family now,”
she said. “He's just progressed from Baby Green and
Pre-Green all the way up to being an old guy now.”
Gaston has had a very successful year with both Lu-

miere and Listen. About Lumiere, she said, “He's been a
real trooper all year long. He's consistent, he'll do the
same thing for you every day. You know what he is. He's
just a solid citizen.”

This is Gaston's first championship at Capital Chal-
lenge. She showed Lumiere here last year as a Second
Year Green Working Hunter. “He got ribbons, but he
was green,” she remembered. “He's come back this year
and was like, 'I know this place.' He's very sure of him-
self now.”

“It feels great to be at the top of the heap,” she went
on to say. “There are so many nice horses. I love mine,
but if I had to have about ten of the others, I'd be just
fine! They're just wonderful animals and just high-qual-
ity. It's great people to compete against too. I try to go

one day at a time. These horses are so good that I just try to stay out of their way. At the end of the day, it feels super
to win here.”      Champion in the $9,000 Amateur-Owner 18-35 Hunters, sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Ernest M. Oare,
was Sunny Moon, ridden and owned by Jaime Auletto of Blackwood, NJ. They won two over fences classes (includ-
ing the final handy stake class) and placed fifth for the top tricolor.    Auletto has owned Sunny Moon, an eight-year-
old Hanoverian mare, for almost two years. They showed sparingly in the Adult Hunters before moving up to the
3'6” division.   When Auletto rode in the Small Pony Hunters, she finished as reserve champion, but hasn't been in
the championship presentations since then. She laughed, “It's been awhile! I've done this for a long time, but these
shows are still special. I still get excited to show. It's nice to come and do well. I'm very lucky to have two nice young
horses.”     The $6,500 Amateur-Owner 3'3” Hunter division is a new addition to the Capital Challenge and is spon-
sored by Bruce Duchossois/HnD Stables, Inc., Woodland Way, Inc., and Wood Run Farm/The Tredennick Family.
The championship went to Showtime, ridden by Veronica Miller of Wildwood, MO.    Miller said that emotions were
swirling when she found out that she was the champion. “I came here and said all I wanted was to win one class. I
just wanted somebody to put that medal around my head. We were laughing because I've still never won a class! But
I was consistent,” she said with a smile. “It's like a dream come true. I was almost crying before I walked in there. I
told Kendra (Schultz), 'We're walking slow. It's like getting married. You only walk down this aisle once.' It's unbelievable.”

*****

Lumiere and 
Jane Gaston
stand for 

their awards. 

Sunny Moon and
Jaime Auletto

pick up the tricolor
in the younger 
Amateur Owner 

division.

Photos by Jennifer
Wood Media, Inc.

Lumiere and Jane Gaston 
Light the Way to the Grand 



2. WCHR A-O 3'6" CHALLENGE
1 LUMIERE, JANE GASTON
2 ABSOLUT, TRACY SCHERIFF MUSER
3 BEST MAN, MELISSA DODDRIDGE
4 RIO RENIOR, BRAD WOLF
5 SUNNY MOON, JAIME AULETTO
6 SANMORINO, LISA WILLIAMS
7 ONASSIS, SARAH WARD
8 BLACK TIE AFFAIR, DARBY TOBEN
9 UNLIMITED, WEATHERLY STROH
10 SECOND CITY, BECKY GOCHMAN
11 LOVIN' LIFE, JESSICA ZIENKIEVICZ
12 INXS, ROBIN SWINDERMAN
9. WCHR A-O 3'3" CHALLENGE
1 SEA WALKER, NICOLE OLIYNYK
2 ENDO FINO, LISA ARENA
3 KROSUS 03, KRISTI SIAM
4 KISTLER, CATHY MORRIS-SCHMITT
5 REMEMBER WHEN, JENNIFER WALLEN
6 LA FAYETTE, DEBBIE PERKINS
7 ZILVER STAR, MARGARET O'MEARA
8 CARNADO, MARY CANNER
9 GUAPO, JENNIFER PADOVANI
10 RUSSIAN GOLD, K. MALOOMIAN
11 VERMILION, AINSLEY SADLO
12 ARABELLA, BECKY GOCHMAN

Champion, TUCKER, CARA CHESKA
Reserve, RHYTHMICAL, RACHEL BOGGUS
73. ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER 18-35
1 TAZO, ERIKA SCHERER
2 TUCKER, CARA CHESKA
3 PAPARAZZI, CHARLOTTE HENDERSON
4 PARIS NORTH, CHIARA PARLAGRECO
5 RAQUEL, NANCY AMLING
6 COUNT FLEETWOOD, LAUREN CECHINI
7 SUBLIME, GILLIAN TOBIAS
8 PASSWORD, ALEXANDRA SKIFFINGTON
74. ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER 18-35
1 RHYTHMICAL, RACHEL BOGGUS
2 BE COOL, KRISTA WEISMAN
3 PARIS NORTH, CHIARA PARLAGRECO
4 ALL THAT, EMILY AUER
5 HAVANA DAYDREAMER, D. MAZZARISI
6 RAQUEL, NANCY AMLING
7 PASSWORD, ALEXANDRA SKIFFINGTON
8 LAGUNA, LAURIE BARNA
75. ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER 18-35 U/S
1 TUCKER, CARA CHESKA
2 BIJOU, ANNIE FRAZIER
3 KABANA, JENNIFER BLUMENTHAL
4 GITANO, JULIE FONTAINE
5 LIMOGES, HILLARY JEAN

6 RHYTHMICAL, RACHEL BOGGUS

7 CASANOVA, KENDALL MEIJER
8 RAQUEL, NANCY AMLING
ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER 36-50
Champion, MUSIC STREET, LINDSEY
EVANS-THOMAS
Reserve, EL RAYMOND, AMY BRUBAKER
76. ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER 36-50
1 EL RAYMOND, AMY BRUBAKER
2 PATRON, DAWN FOGEL
3 NORTHERN LIGHTS, TINA FUREY
4 MUSIC STREET, LINDSEY EVANS-
THOMAS
5 VENLO, MISSY LUCZAK
6 SURF'S UP, CINDY SCHMIDT
7 WHITE HEART, JULIE HOLZBERGER
8 LIGHTS OUT, AMY BRUBAKER
77. ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER 36-50
1 MUSIC STREET, L. EVANS-THOMAS
2 PATRON, DAWN FOGEL
3 SURF'S UP, CINDY SCHMIDT
4 NORTHERN LIGHTS, TINA FUREY
5 LAVANTOS, CHARLENE GRAHAM
6 MAGIC MAN, ABIGAIL WUJEK
7 WELT TO DO, KEVIN FOSTER
8 MAITRE' D, WENDY SALOMON

RESULTS Thursday, October 7

Rocket Man and Samantha
Selldorf shot to the top of 
the class in the $10,000 
Children’s Adult Jumper 
Challenge. (left)

Marla Amormino won 
the WCHR Emerging Pro 
National Title. (right)

Photos by Jennifer Wood
Media, Inc.



Thursday, October 7     RESULTS
78. ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER 36-50 U/S
1 MUSIC STREET, LINDSEY EVANS-
THOMAS
2 SIN CITY, HEIDI KANE
3 EL RAYMOND, AMY BRUBAKER
4 WHITE HEART, JULIE HOLZBERGER
5 ONTERIO, AMY BRUBAKER
6 SPANISH GOLD, CHRISTINE FERRETIZ
7 SURREAL, KATHARINE VON HOLSTEIN
8 WALNUT CREEK, TRICIA BARR
ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER 51 & O
Champion, WIND DANCER, LAURA LEE
MONTROSS
Reserve, GISELE, SANDRA EPSTEIN
79. ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER 51 & O
1 GISELE, SANDRA EPSTEIN
2 GAME POINT, MARGO TAFT STEVER
3 WIND DANCER, LAURA LEE MONTROSS
4 ROSSO DI SERA, GINA DAY
5 BEYOND BELIEF, WILLIAM RUBE
6 REVEILLE, MARY JANE KING
7 SUMMER PLACE, GLEN SENK
8 HIGHLAND PARK, GLEN SENK
80. ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER 51 & O
1 TAKE HEART, DR. DEBBIE KELLY
2 WIND DANCER, LAURA LEE MONTROSS
3 QUALITY CONTROL, MARGARET TAYLOR
4 NAIROBI NIGHTS, LAURA LEE MON-
TROSS
5 FORGET PARIS, WENDY KRAUS-LEWIS
6 GAME POINT, MARGO TAFT STEVER
7 MILLENNIUM, TRACEY TOPPING
8 ULTRA VIOLET, DR.SUZANNE SMITH
81. ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER 51 & O U/S
1 WIND DANCER, LAURA LEE MONTROSS
2 QUALITY CONTROL, MARGARET TAYLOR
3 GISELE, SANDRA EPSTEIN
4 PREMIER, GINA DAY
5 FORGET PARIS, WENDY KRAUS-LEWIS
6 ROSSO DI SERA, GINA DAY
7 MOTOWN, KAREN LONG DWIGHT
8 REVEILLE, MARY JANE KING
AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER 18-35
Champion, SUNNY MOON, JAIME
AULETTO
Reserve, DONOVAN, TRACY SCHERIFF
MUSER
65. AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER 18-35
1 DONOVAN, TRACY SCHERIFF MUSER
2 DO TELL, BRIDGET HALLMAN

3 BENTLEY, MELISSA DODDRIDGE
4 ISAAC, SARAH WARD
5 SUNNY MOON, JAIME AULETTO
6 BEST MAN, MELISSA DODDRIDGE
7 KINGSTON, JAZZ JOHNSON MERTON
8 SUNSHINE, SHEILA MOTLEY
66. AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER 18-35
STAKE
1 SUNNY MOON, JAIME AULETTO
2 DONOVAN, TRACY SCHERIFF MUSER
3 ABSOLUT, TRACY SCHERIFF MUSER
4 MIDNIGHT DATE, RACHEL GEIGER
5 BEST MAN, MELISSA DODDRIDGE
6 ONASSIS, SARAH WARD
7 BLACK TIE AFFAIR, DARBY TOBEN
8 FIELDING, LINDSAY RENTZ
AMATEUR OWNER HUNTER 36 & O
Champion, LUMIERE, JANE GASTON
Reserve, INVINCIBLE, ELLEN TOON
70. AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER 36 & O
1 RIO RENIOR, BRAD WOLF
2 LUMIERE, JANE GASTON
3 BOLERO, STACY ARANI
4 INVINCIBLE, ELLEN TOON
5 LISTEN, JANE GASTON
6 LADY O, KATIE ROBINSON
7 SANMORINO, LISA WILLIAMS
8 INXS, ROBIN SWINDERMAN
71. AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER 36 & O
STAKE
1 LUMIERE, JANE GASTON
2 INVINCIBLE, ELLEN TOON
3 STERLING, LEE KELLOGG-SADRIAN
4 INXS, ROBIN SWINDERMAN
5 AIDEN, JOHN YOZELL
6 LISTEN, JANE GASTON
7 SANMORINO,

LISA WILLIAMS
8 LADY O, KATIE ROBINSON
AATEUR-OWNER HUNTER 3'3"
Champion, SHOWTIME, VERONICA
MILLER
Reserve, ATTACHE, ELLEN TOON
172. AMATEUR-OWNER HUNTER 3'3'
STAKE
1 ATTACHE, ELLEN TOON
2 SHOWTIME, VERONICA MILLER
3 ARABELLA, BECKY GOCHMAN
4 CARNADO, MARY CANNER
5 SEA WALKER, NICOLE OLIYNYK
6 KROSUS 03, KRISTI SIAM
7 CRIMSON Z, ELSA HORRIGAN
8 WESTVILLE, BECKY GOCHMAN
9 NORTH SHORE, HEIDI KANE
10 AEROPOSTALE, RACHEL GEIGER
130. CHILD/ADULT JUMPER CHALLENGE
1.15m, II 2a
1 ROCKET MAN, SAMANTHA SELLDORFF
2 HIDDEN CREEKS KENDALL, M.DARST
3 POWER POINT, BROOKE PRICE
4 CARELLA, CARTER WARE
5 AMELIA, ELIZABETH KIRBY
6 JORDY, ASHLEY FOSTER
7 RODRIGO, LEAH BERGMAN
8 CLEVER CAPTAIN, KAYLA PATREGNANI
9 MILLCREEK'S ROSALINDE, I. GURREIRO
10 GUN DU DESFI, SYDNEY SHULMAN
11 WONDER WOMAN, TAYLOR ANN ADAMS
12 SPRING HEELED JACK, M. WOODSON
13 WENDEL WE GO, JOSH DOLAN
14 PEARL, KENZIE DONOVAN

San Morino and
Lisa Williams
won the EMO
Amateur Owner
Trip of the Show.
Photo by 
Jennifer Wood
Media, Inc.



ARIAT Finalists: Congratulations and Good Luck!

The USHJA Seeks Amateur 
Sportsmanship Nominees

U.S. Hunter Jumper Association Seeks Amateur Sports-
manship Nominees
Do you know of an amateur who exhibits excellence and
integrity by supporting fellow competitors and volunteer-
ing their resources to the industry? If so, it’s time to nomi-
nate him or her for the U.S. Hunter Jumper Association
Amateur Sportsmanship Award.  
In its fifth year, the award was created by the USHJA Am-
ateur Committee to honor an amateur for contributions to
the sport. Past winners include Christina Jones, Peggy
O’Meara, Parker Minchin and Patricia Van Housen.
“While amateurs are very dedicated to horse showing,
they’re also committed to giving back to the industry. We
wanted to find a way to recognize the amateurs who go
above and beyond,” said Betty Oare, vice-chairman of the
USHJA Amateur Committee. 

The award—which will be presented at the Evening of
Equestrians Awards Dinner during the USHJA Annual
Meeting, Dec. 6-9 in San Antonio, Texas—is about the big-
ger picture. The sportsmanship winners all demonstrate a
genuine love of the horse, help fellow competitors, give
back to the sport by volunteering to sit on committees or
assisting at shows, and are generous with their time. Suc-
cess in the show ring is a secondary factor.
Nominations for the award may come from exhibitors,
trainers, colleagues, peers or even amateurs themselves.
The nominee must be an active or associate member of the
USHJA. A completed application must be submitted, and
a letter of recommendation is highly recommended. Please
submit nominations to the USHJA office by Oct. 18. The
members of the USHJA Amateur Committee will review
the nominations and select the winner.
For more information on the award and to download
nomination forms, please visit the USHJA Amateur
Sportsmanship Award webpage (www.ushja.org) or con-
tact Sterling Berry, at sberry@ushja.org or (859) 225-6705.

*****

1 Miranda Lekacos
2 Nicole Terry
3 Laura Kadane
4 Allison Wynn
5 Christine Daly
6 Kristi Siam
7 Laurie Barna
8 Mandy Bittner
9 Emma Johnson
10 Allyson Blais
11 Rebecca Hunt
12 Elissa Trindle
13 Mary Davis
14 Elysse Ruschmeyer
15 Chiara Parlagreco

16 Bonnie McCabe
17 Ashley Gray Billman
18 Darby Mazzarisi
19 Samantha Whitley
20 Abigail Wujek
21 Caroline Hughes
22 Amy Cooper
23 Miranda Scarpone
24 Melissa Feller
25 Mary Mead
26 Tracey Mack-Gorin
27  Mack-Gorin
28 Brittany Blais
29 Lee Avera
30 Rachel Boggus

Many thanks to ARIAT for their continued support of the 
Adult Medal Finals



When Jane Gaston entered the ring for
the $2,500 WCHR 3’6” Amateur-
Owner Challenge, much more than
the blue ribbon in the class was at
stake. The WCHR Amateur-Owner

National Championship title was on
the line.

So when Gaston and Lumiere
posted a score of 88 and clinched the
victory today at the Capital Challenge
Horse Show, she also left the Prince
George’s Equestrian Center with the
national championship. 
“I knew we were behind in points. I

knew it was doable,” said Gaston.
“Yet, I knew this was just a class to get
through. So that’s how we rode it: just
go do this class.” 
Melissa Doddridge, Tustin, CA, and

Best Man earned the reserve national
title with her third-placed finish in the
WCHR 3’6” Amateur-Owner Chal-
lenge, while Tracy Scheriff Muser,
Wellington, FL, placed third in the na-
tional standings with her red-ribbon
finish in the Challenge.
Gaston, 60, The Plains, VA, had

never previously competed in the
WCHR Amateur-Owner Challenge, so the win was espe-
cially gratifying, as was their banner week at the show
where Lumiere earned the Amateur-Owner, 36 and over,
and Grand Amateur-Owner Championships. (see story
page 3) In addition, Gaston’s Listen earned the show’s
Grand Hunter and Grand Conformation titles and the
Green Conformation Hunter championship with profes-
sional Kelley Farmer in the irons. 
After Lumiere, a 9-year-old Oldenburg, clinched the

division championship, Gaston went into the WCHR
Amateur-Owner Challenge with a plan to ride her best
and see where the chips would fall. 

“I just went in there knowing I had a little bit of a tired
horse. And so I thought, ‘Don’t do anything stupid,’ ”
she said. “Today he did everything I asked of him. That’s
one great thing about him—he’s always cheerful. He al-
ways goes around with his ears up and doing his job. I

know I can always count on him.”
Gaston, who has trained with Larry Glefke for 1 ½ years,
said this year’s results have been more than she ever 
expected.
“I’ve never competed in this class before,” she said of

the WCHR Challenge. “Winning this is
pretty cool. Yes, it [the WCHR] has
been a goal. It’s really been a magical
year. You don’t come here and think
that both horses are going to be cham-
pion and grand champion. They’ve
been super.”
Nicole Oliynyk, 37, Franklin, MA,

also had a super day. In the $2,500
WCHR 3’3” Amateur-Owner 
Challenge, Oliynyk’s accurate and
flowing trip aboard Sea Walker
clinched the win with 88.33 points.
“I’ve never won a class here, so this
means a lot to me,” she said. “I did the
Ariat [Medal Finals] years ago and dif-
ferent things and always did well,
thirds and fifths. But it’s really nice to
have a big win like this.” 
Oliynyk has been partnered with her

10-year-old Canadian Thoroughbred for
three years. After a successful stint in the
adult amateur division, where they

earned the 2009 USHJA Zone 1 championship, Oliynyk
moved up to the 3’3” division this year.

“This division is a lot of fun,” she said. “I like it a lot.  I
don’t get as nervous as I do with the bigger jumps. You
can just ride and have fun. And you still have the handy
round, which I love.”

Nicole trains with her husband David and balances
her passion for riding and competing with her career in
the biotech industry. “I ride on the weekends, and I try to
escape the office early on Fridays to ride. This is my get-
away, and I love it.” 

Cathy Morris-Schmitt, Greenwood Village, CO, was
awarded the WCHR 3’3” Amateur-Owner National
Championship today and was accompanied to the ring
by her trainer, Joie Gatlin.

*****

Gaston and Lumiere Light Up the Ring
in the WCHR 3’6” A/O Challenge

Sea Walker jumps to the top of 
the WCHR 3’3” Amateur-Owner Challenge

Lumiere jumped to the top of the  
WCHR A/O Challenge.

Photo By Jennifer Wood Media, Inc.

by Tricia Booker




