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In 2003, Drew Callahan fin-
ished second in the U.S. 
Equestrian Federation National 
Combined Driving Singles Cham-
pionship, and this year he and 
his 11-year-old, Morgan geld-
ing, Export, returned to take the
top title.

“Last year, I felt like
there were some things
we could have done bet-
ter,” said Callahan, of
Palmer, Texas. “I gave
him time off, and then
there were some things I
wanted to change about how 
he performed, with the goal of going back to
win this year, and it worked out.”

Callahan started the competition, held 
at the Colorado Horse Park, Aug. 27-29 in
Parker, Colo., by placing second in the
dressage.

“It was a decent test,” said Callahan, who
drove in a heavy, cold rain. “When we were
done, there wasn’t a part
of us that was dry. But
the arena held up; it
didn’t get slippery.”

The weather cleared
up for the marathon,
designed by James
O’Rourke, and Callahan
found it to be a good
challenge.

“There were techni-
cal and tight hazards,
but there were still areas
to open your horse up
and gallop,” he said. “It
was a good blend of
speed and power with
the need to be accurate
and technical.”

Callahan, 30, inher-
ited the lead after the
marathon, and he suc-
cessfully negotiated the
cones to take the win

(140.49) over Eileen Davis (208.04) of
Prescott, Ariz.

The cones course caused considerable
trouble. “It was held in a sand arena, and it’s
always tough there—the carriages fish slide a

little,” Callahan said.
Callahan bought Export (Midvail
Sheffield—Fletcher’s Import) as a

2-year-old. “He wasn’t
spooky at all [as a young
horse]; he was curious and

into everything,” he said
of the 15.3-hand geld-
ing. “He always liked
driving.”

In 2002, Callahan
and Export competed in

the selection trials for the World Singles
Championships, finishing fourth at the
Georgia International, fifth at the USET
Festival of Champions (N.J.) and fourth at the
Fair Hill International (Md.). But in 2003,
Callahan focused on the national title—and
organizing his non-equestrian life, including
getting married and moving to Texas from
Phoenix, Ariz.

“It was an eventful year in our personal
lives,” he said. His wife, Jennifer, competes in
dressage, and they run a training and sales
business.

If Callahan still has Export, he will com-
pete him in the selection trials for the 2006
World Championships, but he said he’ll likely
sell him before then. “I feel like I’ve done
everything I can do with him,” he said. “He’s
still healthy and sound, and someone else
could learn a lot from him. It’s a tough
thing—if he goes, he goes, but if not, I 
wouldn’t be disappointed.”

In the meantime, Callahan is relishing
the realization of his goal. “It’s been a long
time coming and a lot of hard work the last
three years,” he said. “I had to go to the East
Coast to realize I could compete at that level
and to make the necessary changes. But we
are seeing the fruits of our labors; it’s not
something that comes together overnight.”

Callahan competed against five other
drivers for the title, and he wished there had
been even more competitors.

“I know how far it is,” he said. “It’s diffi-
cult to have a true national championship
because there is no one spot that everyone can
get to. Someone has to drive a long way—
that’s just the way it is.”

PARKER, CO—AUG. 27-29.
▲ Prel. Single Horse - 1. L. Berndl, 110.23; 2. D. Reimer, 126.98;

3. H. Enos, 127.03. ▲ Prel. Single Pony - 1. T. Wilkie, 126.09; 2. C.
Balarsky, 136.98; 3. S. Mihalich, 137.20. ▲ Prel. Pair Pony - 1. R.
McCartney, 130.29; 2. M. Dellas, 216.66. ▲ Prel. Pair Horse - 1. E.
Jensen, 160.48; 2. A. Fraser, 167.77. ▲ Int. Single Horse - 1. M.
Woolverton, 153.40. ▲ Int. Single Pony - 1. D. Gaus, 138.19; 2. P.
Ketterer, 153.01. Adv. Single Horse - 1. D. Callahan, 140.49; 2. E.
Davis; 208.04; 3. D. Kastama, 211.43. Adv. Pair Horse - 1. M.
Schmidt, 189.66. 

Jackson Hole CDE
JACKSON, WY—AUG. 14-15.
JUDGES: Mary Ruth Marks, Marcie Quist.
TECHNICAL DELEGATE: Wayne Kramer.

▲ Trg. Single Horse - 1. L. Manley, 87.26. ▲ Open Trg. Pair Pony
- 1. K. Push, 75.92. ▲ Lim. Trg. Single Pony - 1. D. Perkins, 111.35.
▲ Open Trg. Single Pony - 1. P. Brown, 103.97. ▲ Open Trg.
Single Horse - 1. A. Horton, 54.59; 2. V. Vickroy, 66.95; 3. D. White,
91.01. ▲ Lim. Prel. Single Horse - 1. D. White, 200.1. ▲ Open
Prel. Single Horse - 1. D. Reimer, 150.81; 2. J. Bloss, 188.35.
▲ Open Prel. Pair Pony - 1. R. McCartney, 128.82; 2. A. Fraser,
180.68. ▲ Open Prel. Single Pony - 1. A. Evans, 153.42. 

Lincoln Creek CDE
CENTRALIA, WA–AUG. 14-15.
JUDGES: Holly & Larry Brinker, Frances O’Reilly.
TECHNICAL DELEGATE: Tom Hilgenberg.

▲ Trg. Single VSE - 1. M. Pouliot, 41.59; 2. R. Whiteman, 49.09;
3. D. Stormer, 52.73. ▲ Trg. Pair VSE - 1. W. Lusk, 50.23. ▲ Trg.
Single - 1. T. Reinemer, 39.55; 2. J. Burchstead, 66.82; 3. N. Milner,
70.68. ▲ Trg. Pair Pony - 1. G. Adams, 52.47; 2. T. Jones, 56.5; 3. .
▲ Trg. Single Horse - 1. F. Pitts, 61.71; 2. L. Hill, 63.52; 3. A.
Hansen, 72.77. ▲ Trg. Pair Horse - 1. L. Zylstra, 73.56. ▲ Prel.
Single VSE - 1. L. Hanes, 141.9. ▲ Prel. Single Pony  - 1. C. Larabe,
130.8; 2. D. Curtis, 131.93; 3. K. Beardsley, 139.93. ▲ Prel. Pair
Pony - 1. P. Lofgren, 135.96. ▲ Prel. Single Horse - 1. D. Yanik,
112.24; 2. E. Marocchi, 123.23; 3. L. Nelson, 128.94. ▲ Int. Single
Pony - 1. B. Griswold, 223.2. ▲ Int. Pair Pony - 1. O. Unrau, 152.69.
▲ Int. Single Horse - 1. P. Shores, 166.22; 2. T. Hodges, 174.56. 

Iron Horse CDE
CALDEDONIA, IL—AUG. 16-17.
JUDGES: Larry & Holly Brinker.
TECHNICAL DELEGATE: Ian Moller.

▲ Trg. Single Horse - 1. N. Saydel, 35.42; 2. D. Aldred, 36.33; 3.
T. Adams, 47.62. ▲ Trg. Single Pony - 1. S. Keating, 42.24; 2. D.
Crossman, 55.1; 3. S. Hulls, 55.42. ▲ Trg. Pair Pony - 1. D. Soby,
68.42. ▲ Prel. Single Horse - 1. B. Chapman, 97.50; 2. M. Hitz,
97.74; 3. L. Poland, 98.87. ▲ Prel. Single Pony - 1. D. Schuster,
99.30; 2. J. Cisler, 112.40. ▲ Prel. Pair Horse - 1. W. Licht, 116.00.
▲ Prel. Multiple Horse - 1. H. Kietzke, 163.87. ▲ Int. Single
Horse - 1. M.R. Marks, 99.33. ▲ Int. Single Pony - 1. C. Wallace,
100.47. ▲ Trg. Pair Horse - 1. B. Schmidt, 51.98; 2. D. Ellerbrock,
123.43. 

Callahan Returns To Claim 
USEF National Singles Title
Beth Rasin

Drew Callahan urged
Export through the

water obstacle to
capture the USEF
National Driving 

Singles Championship. (D
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